
 
 

Course Syllabus 
World Religions 
REL2300 (Online) 

 
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY) 

 
INSTRUCTOR:    Aprilis Díaz, MDIV 

   Office Location: None on campus. 
   Telephone: 407-582-1300 (Please leave urgent messages with the department secretary.) 
   E-mail: adiaz54@valenciacollege.edu  

    
     Virtual Office Hours: M-F: 12:00-5:00pm (Only available on weekends for urgent matters.) 
 
COURSE INFORMATION: 
 
Class Meeting and Contact Days: 
This class does not meet in person at any time during the semester.  The class discussions and assignments follow a 
course calendar with due dates that fall between Monday and Sunday. 
 
Course Description 
REL 2300 is designed for students interested in exploring various ways people have expressed religious views.  It 
explores questions that lead people to formulate religious answers and various religious doctrines that formalize human 
concerns.  It balances different opinions from major religious traditions such as Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and 
Buddhism, among others, and helps students broaden perspectives on religion. 
 
Objective 
After completing REL 2300, students will be able to: 
 

• Explain important concepts in religion, such as myth, ritual, and sacred space. 

• Understand the cultural and historical relationships between individual religious traditions and their respective 
“families” (e.g., religions of Indian origin, Abrahamic religions, etc.). 

• Identify the founders of and major historical contributors to the world’s religions. 

• Demonstrate their understanding of differing concepts of deity. 

• Compare and contrast the divisions within religious traditions (e.g., Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism, 
Protestant and Catholic Christianity). 

• Identify major scriptures and sacred texts. 

• Understand the key moral and ethical precepts of the various religions. 

• Relate the academic study of religion to their everyday experience. 

Credit 
Successful completion of this course will satisfy three credit hours required in Humanities.   
In order to pass this course, and receive credit toward graduation, you must earn a grade of “C” or better.  A 
minimum grade of C is required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement.  Failure to turn in major papers will 
result in no credit received for the course. 
 
Course Prerequisite 
There are no prerequisites for this class.  
 
 

DRAFT 

mailto:adiaz54@valenciacollege.edu


  Required Text and Materials  
 

- Jeffrey Brodd, et al. Invitation to World Religions 
- Reliable and consistent Internet access at all times 
- A working knowledge of computers and the Internet 
- A valid Valencia ID 
- A college-level dictionary 

 
Refund and Fees 
Please refer to the academic calendar of important dates for information regarding refunds on tuition and fees.  
 
Distance Tutoring & Technology Support at Valencia 
You can easily access Valencia’s free distance tutoring and tech support from a computer, laptop or mobile device. 
 

Distance tutoring services are provided fully online via Zoom.   Through this service, you will receive real-time 
assistance via a Valencia tutor.  Online tutoring is offered in: mathematics, sciences, accounting & economics, 
computer programming, EAP and foreign languages, and writing. 
 
Online Learning Technology Support services are also available. Students can receive assistance with 
navigating: Canvas, OneDrive, Zoom, YouTube, and Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, & PowerPoint).  Support is 
also provided for video editing (via iMovie and MovieMaker) and converting documents from a Mac to PC.  Tech 
support is available live (on-demand) via Zoom, by appointment, or via email.   Students are encouraged to use 
the 24/7 Canvas Help located inside Canvas by clicking on the “Help” icon. 
 

 
To get started using the Distance Tutoring and Learning Technology Support services, please visit 
www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring.  Through this site, you can view the schedule of tutors/tech support assistants, find 
available times, learn more about the services, and access a collection of supplemental resources that are available 
24/7. 
 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday: 8 am – 10 pm 

Saturday & Sunday: 9 am – 7 pm 
 
 
COURSE POLICIES (please make note) 
 
Faculty/Student Communication 
 

- You should communicate with me via Atlas or Canvas email.   

- I will be available for communication during the hours indicated above.  

- My goal is to respond to each email as soon as possible during contact hours.  Emails sent during the 
weekend will receive a response on the following Monday.  The emails should be very specific and 
appropriate in wording and tone.  

- Most of the communication you will receive will be via the “Announcements” on Canvas and emails.  Please 
check these daily or every other day. You must disable the “pop-up blocker” for the Canvas homepage. Also 
enable Canvas notification. If not, important announcements will be missed. 

- You may send me an email to plan for a conversation over the phone or via Zoom. 
 

- If you have technical difficulties, you should save screen shots and seek the proper assistance such as 
the technology help desk and/or the Academic Success Center.  I cannot be held responsible for any 
technical issues.    

 
“Valencia College is committed to providing each student a quality educational experience. Faculty members 

have set high standards of instruction for themselves and for you.  If you have a problem or a difficulty arises in 
class, your FIRST STEP is to talk to me as your professor.  If you are still dissatisfied, THEN, you may talk with 

the academic dean of the division for your class. We will work together to resolve any issue that may arise.” 
 
 
 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valenciacollege.edu%2Ftutoring&data=02%7C01%7Clshephard%40valenciacollege.edu%7Cd3a01797f62243f9719f08d83b031968%7C0e8866953d1741a88544135b0a92a47c%7C1%7C0%7C637324231776604261&sdata=0UCUb8FcpuLtQKZstaBT0RebVJTcx5sNfbkLxmm1paM%3D&reserved=0


Attendance and Participation 
You are expected to engage in all the course assignments. These assignments allow you to think critically, process and 
apply the material that is being studied in the course with the instructor and other students therefore, it counts as class 
participation.   
 
Sometimes, life happens, and situations may get in the way of attendance and participation. Before a you will out on an 
assignment, “just because”, you should take into consideration the following: 
 
If you miss an assignment, it will be treated as an absence from class. Just logging into the course does not 
count as attendance. You must use reliable internet access because failure to complete assignments due to 
computer error will not be accepted. If you do not complete the required academic assignment during the first week, 
you run the risk of being dropped as a “No-Show” during the “No Show” period.  
 
Further, if you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please communicate with me 
as soon as possible in order to create a plan to complete any missed assignments so that your learning can progress in 
this course. In the case of a prolonged online absence, please communicate with me as soon as possible to create a 
plan for the best course of action.” 
 
I reserve the right to excuse absences in extreme situations on a case-by-case basis. It is only fair.  
 
Student Conduct 
Class Conduct 
You will generally encounter very positive experiences when you engage your peers online. This is because you and 
your peers are expected to behave as responsible adults, and to refrain from doing any of the following when engaging 
each other in discussions or other interactive activities. Disruptive conduct may include but is not limited to: 
 

• Rude or disrespectful behavior;  

• Failure to adhere to professor’s directions;  

• Vulgar or obscene language, slurs, or other forms of intimidation;  

• Verbally abusive behavior or physical threats.  
 
 

Behavior that disrupts the online classroom environment will result in disciplinary action in accordance to the Student 
Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook: 
(http://valenciacollege.edu/studentev/CampusInformationServices.cfm).  Disciplinary action could include being 
withdrawn from the class or initiating a disciplinary warning, probation or other appropriate authorized actions.  
 

I am confident that there won’t be any negative situations emerging during this course! ☺ 
 
 
Withdrawal Deadline and Policy  
 
 

 

You may withdraw at any time during the term via Atlas. The new withdrawal policy has been implemented. Here’s what 
you need to know about the new Withdrawal Policy: 
 

- Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student 
who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W”. 

- Before the withdrawal deadline, both a student and faculty may withdraw the student. 
- After the withdrawal deadline each semester, students can no longer withdraw themselves. 
- If the student remains in the class after the withdrawal deadline, they can only receive a grade of A, B, C, D, 

F or I. 
- An “I” grade will only be assigned under extraordinary circumstances that occur near the end of the semester 

and can be DOCUMENTED.  
- If a student receives an “I”, they must make up the work missed during the following semester, at which time 

they will get an A, B, C, D, or F. Failure to make up the work during the following semester will result in 
getting a “F” for the course.  

- WP and WF have been deleted from Withdrawal procedures. 
- Please consult with me and/or an advisor to discuss any problems before withdrawing from the course.   

 
If you know you are not passing the course, fail to withdraw by the appropriate due date and decide to stop participating 

in class, you should know that I will not withdraw you from the course and the grade of F will be assigned. 
 

http://valenciacollege.edu/studentev/CampusInformationServices.cfm


Academic Honesty 
Please do your own work. All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited. You are expected to do your own work. All 
work submitted by a student is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research and self-
expression unless the assignment specifically states ‘group project.”  Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as 
your own – even if it is only a sentence. You MUST cite sources within their assignments properly using the MLA format 
wherever it is appropriate.  You should not plagiarize your own papers from other courses either.  
 
In short - Any student who is found using another persons’ work without authorization (intentionally or unintentionally) 
may face one or more of the following penalties:  
 

- loss of credit for an assignment, examination, or project, and/or 
- a grade of “F” in the course, and/or 
- withdrawal from the class at the professor’s discretion after consulting with the Dean. 

  
 

See the following links below for a refresher on the MLA format which includes information 
on citing sources: 
 

• For citing sources within a text: The Basics 
o You will note the format when citing a work by multiple authors such as our textbook. 
o You will also note the format when citing time-base media sources such as the ones you will 

view in Films on Demand.  
 

• For citing a print source with 3 or more authors at the end of your discussions and at the bottom of 
your Experience Report. 

 

• For citing a video from Films on Demand at the end of your discussions.  

 
 
 

Students are required to comply with the VCC policy on academic honesty (College Policy 6Hx28: 10-16). 
 

There will be an additional assignment related to academic honesty during the first week of class. 
 

Internet Research 
Because of the variety of sources, ease of publication, lack of central control and proliferation of commercial information 
on the free Internet, it is often hard to tell if the information is reliable.  Many sites contain research and information of 
high quality.  However, unlike traditional print publications or library-based electronic resources, there is usually no 
process of peer review, nor is there an editor verifying the accuracy of information presented on the Internet.   

There are an increasing number of sites containing information that may be incomplete, anonymously written, out-of-
date, biased, fraudulent, or whose content may not be factual. You should, therefore, use caution in use of the Internet 
for their research needs when working on activities. ALL OF YOUR DISCUSSIONS SHOULD ONLY CITE 
INFORMATION FROM THE TEXTBOOK AND FROM THE VIDEOS YOU SEE IN FILMS ON DEMAND. 

Class Materials 
You should keep a carefully organized folder for class handouts, a notebook for class material, and the textbook.  
 
Assignments 

• Follow the module schedule closely. 

• Certain assignments are all due by their deadlines at 11:59pm. Work that is submitted past that time will not be 
accepted unless indicated otherwise.  

 

Reading Assignments  
You will have assigned readings and are expected to have finished the assigned readings by the dates indicated in the 
course schedule. You will need to provide evidence from the reading in your discussions and in your Experience Report. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/library/mla-apa-chicago-guides/documents/MLA-Print-Book-by-Three-Authors.pdf
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/library/mla-apa-chicago-guides/documents/MLA-Print-Book-by-Three-Authors.pdf
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/library/mla-apa-chicago-guides/documents/Films-on-Demand-MLA.pdf


 
 
 
Class Discussions 
There will be class discussions related to the topic we are studying. Discussion forums will be posted online-through the 
Canvas discussion board link and is a considerable percentage of your grade. They are like micro-papers condensed 
into an academic paragraph. Your original post must be posted in two locations and is due mid-week. You are required to 
post a well-written academic response to each Discussion Question that meets the following points:  
 

• Your original post must be at least 250 words. 

• Your post must be revised and edited. Check the format and flow of your writing and your grammar. You must 
maintain an academic register and avoid using personal pronouns. Just report the facts unless the prompt asks you to 
provide a very opinion in which you can use personal pronouns.  
 

• THREE MANDATORY PARTS TO EACH DISCUSSION: 
o 1st – Include a few sentences that serve as an introduction followed by a THESIS STATEMENT. 

Your thesis statement (ONE SENTENCE) is your point of view in response to the discussion 
prompt.  This will be highlighted in yellow. 
 

o 2nd – Include more than one point to support your thesis. Each point need to have its own 
paragraph and be backed up by one to two pieces of CITED EVIDENCE from the assigned 
reading and/or the video. Do not use outside sources. You will highlight your evidence in this 
color of blue. (see above for information on how to cite your sources.) 

 
o 3rd – Include well thought out commentary to expand on each point you made. Do not use 

personal pronouns.  
 

• When you respond to a peer, select one of the points they made and add further academic commentary to it. Do not 
just respond by saying something such as, “I like what you said.”  Your responses should be 75 – 100 words long.  

 

Discussion Responses require an original post that must be submitted by 11:59pm of the due date. You are required to 
read at least 75% of all postings to all Discussion Threads. You are also required to respond to, ONE of your classmates’ 
postings by the Discussion Response deadline thoroughly. 
 
I will use the following grading rubric to grade your Discussion Responses: 
10 pts – The post includes a clear thesis statement, supporting points with one to two pieces of evidence to for each 
point. It also includes further commentary that demonstrates an understanding of the material being covered. The post is 
also 250 or more. There is one qualitative responses to peers and it goes beyond "I agree" or "I like." 
8 pts - Missing 1-2 of the requirements from the 10 pts criteria.  
6 pts - Missing 2-3 of the requirements from the 10 pts criteria. 
4 pts - Missing 3-4 of the requirements from the 10 pts criteria. 
0 pts - Did not post or work was late. 
 
Quizzes 
Each unit contains quizzes about the content covered. They will consist of questions that address concepts from the 
textbook and online learning units. You may use your notes and textbook to answer the questions, but you may not work 
collaboratively with anyone while completing your work. 
 
Exams  
If I decide to use Respondus Lockdown Brower you are required to take your exams with it. It is available for free on 
Canvas 
 
The quizzes and exams must be completed once they are opened. The settings for this course do not allow you to open 
a quiz or exam, save your work, and return to finish it.   
 
Interrupted Quizzes or Exams 
On occasion, your server, computer, or Canvas may experience an error while you are taking a quiz or an exam. If that 
happens, you can contact me to help you if I am able at that moment and only if the deadline has not passed. Please be 
aware and take into account my office hours. If you email me at 10pm when your quiz is due by midnight of that same 
day, it is very likely that I will not respond before the deadline. In a case such as that one, I probably will not get to your 



email until the following day and by that time the deadline has passed and you will not be eligible to retake or take the 
quiz you missed. Please plan accordingly. 

 
Make-Up Policy 
Make-up tests will be given in cases of unavoidable conflict. If a student misses a quiz or an exam, they may be able to 
make it up, depending upon DOCUMENTED circumstances.  Make-up assessments may differ in form and content from 
the original.  Students will be eligible for full credit only if the student makes arrangements in advance to take the makeup 
test. I reserve the right to not accept documents or reasons for making up an exam. I also reserve the right to not 
use the Testing Center if it is available and to modify all make-up tests. 
 

** It is college policy that students who do not attend the final exam receive and 
“F” in the course.** 

 
Testing Center (This information is Pre-Pandemic. Please check Atlas for more information. )  
The TESTING CENTER-WEST is located in Building 11 Room 142   --407-582-1323    
 
No tests are given out the last hour before closing—for example, if the Center closes at 9 p.m., the last test is given out 
at 8 p.m. Tests will be collected 5 minutes prior to closing. 
 
Fall and Spring Terms: 
Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Summer Full Term, Session A, and Session B 
Regular Hours except for Fridays:  Fridays: 8:00 am- 12:00 Noon 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO TAKE 

- Your Valencia Photo I.D. is REQUIRED for all tests! 
(Valencia Photo IDs are taken in the Student Development offices on each campus (West   Campus 
office is on the 1st floor of Building 3). The Valencia photo I.D. also has your VID number on it. 

 
- The name of the course you are taking and your instructor’s name. 

 
- All supplies you will need to take the test. If your test requires bluebooks or green scantron sheets, purchase 

them in the bookstore. The Testing Center does not provide notebook paper, pens or pencils. Dictionaries 
and calculators may be borrowed. 

 
WHAT YOU DO NOT TAKE 

- Beepers, cell phones, personal tape or CD players, palm pilots, laptop computers. 
- Food or beverages. You will not be allowed to take these to your seat. 
- Children are not permitted in the Testing Center – The Testing Center does not provide sitting   
  services during your test. 

 
Assignments 
Assignments are focused on developing academic skills such as critical thinking. They will present instruction on topics 
from the textbook or online reading and videos. You may use your notes and textbook to answer the questions, but you 
may not work collaboratively with anyone while completing your work unless you are asked to do so in class assignments 
with other classmates. Check your graded work for feedback.  
 
Late or Missed Assignments (Please read carefully) 
Late or missed assignments must be approved PRIOR to the due date. For late or missed assignment to be accepted, 
proper documentation needs to be submitted in order to justify it.   
 
Note: Unfortunately, you may not be able to make up assignments that are late or missed due to situations such 
as the following: 

• “I forgot the assignment was due.” 

• “I have a lot of work to do in my other classes.” 
 



 
Grading Policy 
Your grade for the course will be based on the points earned on the assignments given during the semester.  
 
The general point allotment is the following: 
 

Tests – (50 points each)  

Quizzes or Assignments - (10 points each)  

Discussion Reflections and Responses – (10 points each)  

1 or 2 Experience Reports (This falls in the “assignments” category) – (20points) 

1 Profile – (5 Points)  

 
The weighted scale categories are as follows: 
 

• Assignments: 30% 

• Test: 40% 

• Discussions: 30% 
 

You are responsible for keeping track of your progress in the class. In your grades section on Canvas, you can find all 
your graded scores as well as a current average of all graded submitted material. It automatically adds the points you 
have earned and divides them by the sum of possible points.  
 
Class participation, attendance, test scores and timelines of assignments will be reviewed when grades are 
borderline.   
 
Class Participation 
Participation in class involves a number of variables, including but not limited to: 
 
• Your willingness to participate actively in all class activities. 
• Your cooperation during group and pair work. 
• Your respect and attitude toward the class and your peers. 
• Your daily preparation for each class. 
 
Class Participation: 
 

A (90-100) Student prepares for the lesson, volunteers answers, responds correctly. 

B (89-80)    Student responds when needed; answers are generally correct. 

C (79-70) Student has some problems with the subject, but makes an effort to be prepared, understand, 
and respond. 

D (69-60) Student does not respond correctly, is not prepared for class, does not have materials ready, 
and is absent from online assignments frequently. 

F (59-0)  Student can’t answer questions, and is absent from online assignments frequently. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with 
Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to provide this documentation.  I will not request this information from any student.  I will not have 
a discussion about any student’s disability and academic accommodations until I receive the proper letter from the OSD 
first The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of 
disabilities (West Campus, SSB 102, ext. 1523). The goal at the OSD is to open doors, remove barriers and assist you in 
any way the can. The key to success is matching your needs to the services provided. Please contact this office to discuss 
your individual needs.  
 
The link to Valencia’s OSD website: http://www.valenciacollege.edu/osd  
 
Baycare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program 
“Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that 
purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, 



anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing 
with school, home or work.  Students have 24 hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential 
student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470.  Three free confidential face-to-face 
counseling sessions are also available to students.” 
 
Smartthinking Service 
Student who would like assistance with writing, tutoring or would like to take some workshops can take advantage of the 
Smartthinking Service: https://secure.valenciacollege.edu/students/disputes/  
 
 
Valencia General Education Student Learning Outcomes 

CULTURAL & HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING: Demonstrate understanding of the diverse traditions of the 
world, and an individual's place in it. 

ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY: Demonstrate awareness of personal responsibility in one's civic, social, and 
academic life. 

CRITICAL THINKING: Effectively analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and apply information and ideas from diverse 
sources and disciplines. 

 
Important Valencia Website Links: 

• College Calendar:  http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/   

• College Catalog:  http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/  

• Valencia Policy and Procedures:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/ 

• FERPA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/ferpa/ 

• ADA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/handbook/sec4.htm  

• Academic Grievance Process: 6Hx28: 8-10 Student Academic Dispute and Administrative Complaint Resolution 

• Medical Records:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/ValenciaCollegePolicy.cfm?policyID=186 

 
Disclaimer 
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus and/or course calendar.  You will be informed of all changes in class.  
It is your responsibility to stay informed about any changes in the course via the “Announcements” and/or email. It is 
good practice to establish a study buddy for this class. If you choose to have continued attendance in this course 
you have chosen to agree to follow everything that is outlined by this syllabus. 
 

WELCOME TO CLASS! 
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